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Search Strategy

• The type of search you use will depend on 
what the item is and what you know about 
the item.

• Two types of searches when using the catalog:

– Keyword search

– browse search



Searching Options  - Keyword

Keyword searching: 
computer searches for the 
words in any order. You can 
force the order by using 
quotes for a phrase search. 
ex. “Tale of two cities”

Benefits:  Able to limit to 
Midland and format (such 
as audiobook), also sort by 
newest first.

*Good for finding classic 
titles owned by the library 
that have many different 
editions.



The benefit of keyword searching

Browse Search –
You will need to click into each title to see

who owns the item

Title Keyword Search - limited to 
“Midland Adult Books”

Using the example of “tale of two cities” (book)

Results: Midland’s copy is 
17th entry, 3rd screen

Results:  3rd entry, 1st screen

Don’t forget to put the 
title in quotes to help 
speed up the search



Searching Options - Browse

Browsing search: 
computer searches and 
shows the results for the 
words in an alphabetical list 

Benefits: Handy if you only 
know the first word of a title 
or the last name of the 
author.

*Good for finding a one 
word title that would 
otherwise overwhelm the 
results of a keyword search. 

All the search options on this page are browse 
searches except the ones that say “keyword”.

Browse 
Searches

(Use only one 
search at a time)



The benefit of browse searching

Title Keyword – limited to Midland 
adult books, sorted by publication date

Browse search

Using the example of “Help” (author unknown)

Results:  112 entry, 12th screen Results:  2nd screen



Wildcard  Symbol Searching
• The wildcard symbol (*) is useful if you do not 

know the exact term for which you want to 
search, or if there could be alternate spellings.

In this example, 
I wasn’t sure if the title was 

“centered riding” or 
“centered rider” so searching 

“centered rid*” looks for both.



Library Reader Resources

• The Library has put together many booklists 
and other reader resources customized 
specifically to the Grace A. Dow Memorial 
Library.

• The lists link into the catalog or have a catalog 
search box for ease of searching.



Book Lists



Battle Book Lists



Book Express List



Book Lists by Subject



Books Coming Soon



New in the Catalog



Helpful Web-pages

• I want to mention  two web pages that are 
particularly helpful to the reader.



How to access

1

2



FictionL Booklists



What’s Next


