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�elcome to the inaugural issue of our book review

newsletter, ShelfLife, a quarterly publication from the Adult
Services Department of the Grace A. Dow Memorial Library.

Each book has been selected, read, and reviewed by one of our
adult services librarians and is in the library collection. Our goal

is to introduce readers to new and undiscovered fiction
authors whose writing defines excellence. We

hope you enjoy the reviews and the books.
The Reference Staff
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“All along the shores of Baritone
Bay and all the coast beyond, tide after

tide, time after time, the corpses and the broken,
thinned remains of fish and birds, of barnacles
and rats, of mollusks, mammals, mussels, crabs
are lifted, washed and sorted by the waves. And

Joseph and Celice enjoy a loving and
unconscious end, beyond

experience.
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“May’s
moving quickly
now, brush to

palette to canvas,
and I resist the urge

to move. To pose,
after all, is to agree

to a form of
enchantment.”
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“Not every girl is going to
grow up to be a dancer, and … let us be

thankful for that, but even the ones who will grow
up to be physicists and heart-transplant surgeons

are better off for having danced.”

“A great book should leave you with many
experiences and slightly exhausted at the end.
You should live several lives while reading it.”
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“The pandit spoke first. …
‘it’s good to see a boy so keen on God.’

The imam and the priest nodded.  ‘But he
can’t be a Hindu, a Christian and a Muslim.

It’s impossible. He must
choose.’”
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“Then the elderly man said, ‘I have a story
that will make you believe in God.’”
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“Lucy did not
wonder much about
the nature of exile,

accepting, with
time, what had

come about,
as she did her

lameness, and the
features that were

reflected in her
looking-glass.”

“It is much easier to
deliver a man than a

piano.”


